SAFE CYCLING

Cycling in the rain can be very refreshing. However, it can be dangerous in wet
conditions as cyclists are more vulnerable to accidents in the rain.

For cyclists, unpredictable weather can be a serious source of worry. Even the most
experienced cyclists may find it intimidating to ride in the rain. So, it's important to
take some precautions to stay safe.

Tips to Follow for Safe Cycling in the Wet Weather

To ensure your safety and comfort while riding in rainy conditions here is how to stay
safe while cycling in the rain:

Check Your Bike Before Riding
Wear Rain Jacket

Layer your clothing

Use Bright Lights

Ride at a Safe Speed

Be Visible

Concentrate on the Road

Ride in the Correct Lane

. Be Predictable

10.Ride Defensively in Wet Weather
11.Carry Your Valuables Safely
12.Follow the Rules of the Road
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1. Check Your Bike Before Riding

An important safety tip is to regularly check your cycling equipment, especially your
brakes and tires. In wet weather, it's essential to have good brakes that can quickly
stop your bike.

It's a good idea to carry spare inner tubes and a repair kit in case you get a flat tire.
2. Wear a Rain Jacket

An important piece of clothing when riding in wet weather is rain a jacket that will
keep you dry and comfortable. It’s also important to choose a jacket that is visible so
that drivers can see you on the road.

3. Layer your clothing

When riding in cold or wet weather, it's advisable to dress in layers. This will help
you stay warm and dry while riding.



Cycling jackets, jerseys, and vests are great for layering. You can also consider
wearing a thermal base layer under your clothes to trap heat and keep your body
warm.

4. Use Bright Lights

In wet weather, it's especially important to be visible to drivers. Using front and rear
lights will help make you more visible to drivers, especially when riding in low light
conditions.

5. Ride at a Safe Speed

When cycling in wet conditions, it's important to take things slow and ride at a safe
speed. This will help you avoid puddles and potholes and gives you more time to
react if you encounter any slippery surfaces. Painted lines on the road surface can
be extremely slippery when wet.

Be mindful of vehicles that may have difficulty stopping in wet weather. By riding at a
safe speed, you can give yourself more time to react if someone were to swerve into
your path.

6. Be Visible

When riding in wet weather, it's important to be visible to drivers. Wear bright colors
or reflective gear so that drivers can see you on the road.

Avoid opting for a rain ride during rush hour when traffic is heavier, and visibility is
poorer. The water spray from vehicles makes for poor visibility.

7. Concentrate on the Road
Riding in the rain, it's important to be extra vigilant and always keep your eyes on the
road. Be on the lookout for puddles, slick spots, and other hazards in order to avoid

an accident.

If you need to stop, make sure you do so in a safe and visible location. Likewise, use
hand signals to communicate your intentions to other road users.

8. Ride in the Correct Lane

When riding in bad weather, it's important to ride in the proper lane so you can see
and be seen by drivers.

However, if the road is too narrow or there is debris in the way, it may be necessary
to ride in the centre of the lane. It’s better to always use hand signals to
communicate your intentions to other road users.

9. Be Predictable



To stay safe while cycling in the rain, it's important to be predictable. This means
riding in a straight line and not weaving in and out of traffic. Additionally, avoid
making sudden turns or braking without warning. By being predictable, you can help
reduce the risk of an accident.

10. Ride Defensively in Wet Weather

When cycling on wet roads, it's important to ride defensively. This means being
aware of your surroundings and being prepared for drivers who may not see you.

Allow yourself extra space to stop and give yourself time to react to hazards.
Additionally, be cautious of vehicles turning at intersections and yield to drivers who
have the right-of-way.

11. Carry Your Valuables Safely

This means keeping your valuables in a waterproof bag and securing loose items so
they don’t become hazards. Avoid carrying too much gear so you can focus on riding
safely.

12. Follow the Rules of the Road

During rain riding, it's important to follow all the rules of the road. This includes
obeying traffic signals and yield signs, as well as using hand signals to communicate

with drivers.

Apart from these, be sure to ride in the direction of traffic and use appropriate lighting
when riding at night.

Conclusion
Cycling during the rainy season can be a great experience if you take the necessary
precautions to stay safe. By taking a few extra precautions, you can help ensure a

safe and enjoyable ride in wet

Consider following these safety tips to stay safe while cycling in the rain and enjoy a
safe and fun rainy ride.

NB: These Tips are obviously applicable to all weather conditions when cycling.
Safe riding!

References: Extract from https://wheretheroadforks.com




